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SUBJECT: [Meeting with General Eisenhower 16 June 1965 

J 


1. I met with General Eisenhower for about two hours in his office 
at Gettysburg this morning.] 

Southeast Asia 

2. At the beginning of our discussion, in response to his questions, 
fl reported on the battle at Dongxoaij, and described briefly the manner in 

/ which the action developed, and the results as known to date, [highlighting 
2 particularly the large losses in killed on both sides, J the effective use of 
air support against the Viet Cong, (and the fact that at least 2 ARVN 
1 battalions are no longer combat effective as a result of the operation,] 

I pointed out that there is indication that the Viet Cong during the past 
few months have been preparing for operations of this kind with the onset 
of the monsoons -- training, gathering supplies, planning and carefully 
preparing operations such as this in greater than battalion strength. We 
bave now seen two such operations and, since the V C may have nine such 
regiments, we may see four or five more. I pointed out the highland area 
near Kontum in which one DRV battalion has been firmly identified, and 
as much as a whole DRV division may be present. 


j 3. (j then reviewed with General Eisenhower the essential points of 

3 a General Westmoreland‘s message 20055, setting out his concept and 
{analysis of need for U.S. forces in South Viet-Nam.j As requested by 
the President, I brought out the salient diff erences between MACV s 
recommendation and a proposed revision the President has discussed 
with his senior officials -- specifically, MACV's request for the air 
mobile division to operate inland from Qui Nhon, and the counter proposal 
not to provide the air mobile division but to provide one additional brigade 
/ for use in the coastal base areas. [General Eisenhower considered the 
' s * matter at some length.] A first question to consider is what the end of / 

f all this can be. [He commented that we have now "appealedjt o force" in 
'^ c South Viet -Nam, and therefore "we have got to win. " For this purpose. 
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-! simply holding onjo r sitting pass ively i n static ar eas ^ w ill not_suffice 
He" addeaTthaOher e is no use building bases if they are not put to full 
use. The only reason for creating them is to make it possible to take 
the offensive and clear the area. He thought we should not only support ; 
Vietnamese forces in action, but should on occasion undertake offensive / 

/ opefatLs ourselves. After some further discussion he indicated that f 

j! The believed General Westmoreland's recommendation should be supported.] 

> Re was strongly impressed by Gene ral W estmo r eland* s^conc.ept of providing 
security of two kinds: (a) security of the country. as„.a. whole. fyom large, 
well organized forces, and (b) security from the guerrilla, the assassin, 
thi terrorist and the informer. He agreed with MACV's view that U. S. 
troops ca n contribute to the for mer, but only the Vietnamese. can . succee 

with, the latter. 

4. I mentioned the possibility of use of a force of B-52«s against a 
target area wherein VC forces are located and based in South Viet -Nam. 

In response to his question, I told him there are no friendly people within 
seven kilometers of the target. He stated he very definitely supported 
operations of this kind, and thought the first one should be carried out 

as soon as practicable. 

5. Next I reviewed the pattern of recent air operations in North 
Viet -Nam, and current programs. General Eisenhower asked whether 
we are assuring against inflated damage estimates. I described the bomb 
damage assessment activities, and commented specifically on targets sue 
as bridges and ammunition dumps. I also pointed out targets on the list 
which should get across to the DRV the idea that there are no sanctuaries 
or arbitrary restrictions against working our way further north, jlehad 

no specific comment on the bombing program. 

* . - — - — - — — • — — * ■■ ■ 

6. I read off briefly the "thirteen steps" our government has taken 

to try to reach reasonable, peaceful solutions in Southeast Asia. He 
indicated he was well aware of the strong case we have in this regar > 
and suggested that the paper from which I was reading^ Recent History 
of United States Negotiating Efforts in Southeast Asia, dated 10 Jun 9 , 

should, be published as a white paper. 

Doininican Republic 

7. I reviewed briefly the state of affairs in the Dominican Republic, 
mentioning in particular the thinking of Ambassador Bunker and his colleagues 
on the OAS Committee that some kind of interim government may e 
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solution, operating under an institutional law related as closely as possible 
to the 1962 and 1963 constitutions. The idea would be to have a broadly 
based provisional regime from six months to a year in preparation for 
elections. I also covered the outbreak of conflict between the rebels and 
our airborne forces yesterday, resulting in the movement of our lines 
several blocks in the northeastern sector of Santo Domingo. He was 
gratified at the firm action taken by General Alvim. General Eisenhower 
inquired as to the possibility of removing more of our forces, and asked 
as to how many had already been removed. I told him of the planning that 
had been done, and of the hope to remove two battalions soon. I mentioned 
the possibility that the Brazilians might furnish another battalion, and he 
indicated he thought this would be an excellent development. 

Other 

8. As requested by the President, I next asked him for his reaction 
to the thought of the President's having his brother, Milton, make a visit 
to T -a ti™ America to explain what has motivated our action, what our pur- 
poses are, and what the problems are. He was concerned over the heavy 
schedule and load of work Dr. Milton Eisenhower is carrying. He picked 
up the phone and talked to his brother, who confirmed that he is involved 
in so many activities (several of them for the President) that he does not 
feel it would be wise to take on this task. He suggested as individuals who 
might be asked to do this Walter Donnelly, Richard Rhubottom and Kenneth 
Holland. General Eisenhower suggested that 1 tell the President he would 
endorse all three of these men. He also thought Tom Mann, in whom he 
and Milton have great confidence, would be able to suggest others to the 

President* 

9. Finally, I told General Eisenhower that the President had reiterated 
t>.a* he would like to see him from time to time to talk about matters such as 
these, and had suggested the possibility that, if General Eisenhower is to be 
in Washington in the next two or three weeks, he would like to get together 
for lunch, or have a small evening dinner at which, for example, a few 
military people, such as the Joint Chiefs of Staff, might also attend. 

General Eisenhower indicated that his next visit to Washington following 

his quick trip tomorrow to talk at Howard University will be on the 28th 
of this month. He indicated agreement to the idea of discussions from 
time to time, to include a lunch or small dinner such as the President 

had suggested. 


A. J. GOODPASTER 
Lrt* General, U.S.A. 
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